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FARMINGTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

 

Tuesday, May 12, 2015 

 

 

Vice Chairman Stephan Bunker called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. with the following 

members present:  Michael Fogg, Andrew Buckland and Matthew Smith.  Joshua Bell was 

unable to attend.  Town Manager Richard Davis, Town Secretary Linda Grant, and members of 

the press and public were also in attendance. 

 

ITEM   1: Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 

 

 Vice Chairman Stephan Bunker led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

ITEM   2: To Authorize Road Closures for the Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Summer 

Fest, and Chester Greenwood Day Parades and Events 

 

Richard Davis reported that MaineDOT now requires notification and a traffic control 

plan when any state route is to be closed for  more than twenty minutes for various 

events.  Mr. Davis reviewed copies of two letters to State Traffic Engineer Steve Landry 

from Police Chief Jack Peck notifying the State of the above listed parades and events 

and the routes to be taken and roads to be closed.  Mr. Davis pointed out that these 

closures have taken place in the past, but those scheduled for this year require notification 

on a portable message sign, and a traffic control plan, approved by the Board of 

Selectmen, be submitted to MaineDOT. 

 

Matthew Smith moved to authorize road closures for the Memorial Day, Fourth of 

July, Summer Fest, and Chester Greenwood Day parades and events; Andrew 

Buckland seconded. 

 

VOTE  AFFIRMATIVE 4 ABSENT 1 MOTION CARRIED 

        (Joshua Bell)   

 

ITEM   3: To Consider a Request for a Donation to Support the 2015 Summer Fest 

 

Richard Davis reviewed a letter from Susun Terese, Summer Fest Committee Chair dated 

April 6, 2015 in which the Committee asks for donations to sponsor the Summer Fest to 

be held this year on Saturday, July 25
th

.  Discussion included sponsorship level of 

donations and what level the Town should donate; what account the donation would 

come from and what other projects the account has funded; and if requests for funding 

from other hosted festivals have ever been received.  Susun Terese was present and 

explained the Committee’s fund raising efforts thus far. 
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ITEM   3: To Consider a Request for a Donation to Support the 2015 Summer Fest 
(Cont.) 

 

Andrew Buckland moved to approve a donation to the 2015 Summer Fest in the 

amount of $250; Michael Fogg seconded. 

 

VOTE      AFFIRMATIVE   3      OPPOSED   1      ABSENT   1      MOTION CARRIED 

            (Matthew Smith) (Joshua Bell) 

 

ITEM   4:  To Award the bid for Street Striping 

 

Richard Davis reviewed the bid tabulation and recommended that the bid be awarded to 

Lucas Striping, LLC of Sidney, Maine as low bidder for the total amount of $12,981.26.  

Mr. Davis reported that the amount budgeted for this item is $20,000.00 so there is 

sufficient funding to accomplish this.  Mr. Davis also reviewed the bid specifications 

versus the striping accomplished by the Public Works staff. 

 

Michael Fogg moved to award the bid for street striping to Lucas Striping, LLC of 

Sidney, Maine for the total amount of $12,981.26; Andrew Buckland seconded. 

 

VOTE  AFFIRMATIVE 4 ABSENT 1 MOTION CARRIED 

         (Joshua Bell) 

 

ITEM   5: To Consider the Recommendations of the Downtown T.I.F. Advisory 

Committee regarding Engineering Design and “Slum and Blight” 

Designation in West Farmington to Potentially Leverage Community 

Development Block Grant Funds 

 

Richard Davis reviewed the four bids received in response to the RFP sent out for the 

engineering design for proposed projects in the Downtown TIF District, which included 

Front Street improvements and similar improvements in West Farmington.  Mr. Davis 

reported that after reviewing the bids the Downtown TIF Committee is strongly 

recommending, due to the lack of sufficient funds in the TIF Reserve account, that the 

Town defer award of a bid for engineering design until further funding is available to do 

the design and a project at the same time.  The Committee is also recommending that, in 

the meantime, the Town work with the Department of Economic and Community 

Development to apply for the “Slum and Blight” designation in West Farmington, which 

would allow the Town to be eligible for Community Development Block Grant funding.  

The Town is not currently eligible for such grants due to a change in the survey which 

resulted in the Town being above the low to moderate income levels.  Mr. Davis 

explained that the “Slum and Blight” designation pertains to the appearance of the 

facilities being looked at to be improved, and since a considerable amount of research is 

necessary for this application process, and a Town Meeting is required before designation 

will be considered, the timeframe doesn’t allow for completion of everything this year.  

The Selectmen requested that more information be provided for their consideration. 
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ITEM   5: To Consider the Recommendations of the Downtown T.I.F. Advisory 

Committee regarding Engineering Design and “Slum and Blight” 

Designation in West Farmington to Potentially Leverage Community 

Development Block Grant Funds   (Cont.) 

 

Andrew Buckland moved to defer award of the bid for engineering design until 

further information is available on additional funding for the design and project; 

Matthew Smith seconded. 

 

VOTE  AFFIRMATIVE 4 ABSENT 1 MOTION CARRIED 

         (Joshua Bell) 

 

ITEM   6: To Confirm the Employment of Gerald Provencher as a Probationary 

Member of the Fire Rescue Department 

 

Richard Davis reviewed a letter from Chief Terry Bell dated April 27, 2015 explaining 

Mr. Provencher’s firefighting background and his role as a probationary member of the 

department if so confirmed.  Stephan Bunker explained the benefits to date of the hiring 

of firefighters from neighboring towns.  

 

Matthew Smith moved to confirm the employment of Gerald Provencher as a 

probationary member of the Fire Rescue Department; Michael Fogg seconded. 

 

VOTE  AFFIRMATIVE 4 ABSENT 1 MOTION CARRIED 

         (Joshua Bell) 

 

ITEM   7: To Schedule a Special Meeting on May 19, 2015 to Take Action with regard 

to the Proposed Wilton Road Traffic Pattern Changes and to conduct any 

Other Business 

 

Richard Davis explained that this Item was originally scheduled for tonight’s agenda but 

Chairman Joshua Bell was unexpectedly called away on business and asked for this Item 

to be deferred to another meeting in hopes of the entire Board being present.  Mr. Davis 

suggested, in light of the amount of interest in this Item, that a meeting be held at the 

Community Center where there is ADA accessibility and room to accommodate a large 

crowd.    

 

Andrew Buckland moved to schedule a special Board of Selectmen’s meeting on 

Tuesday, May 19, 2015 to take action with regard to the proposed Wilton Road 

traffic pattern changes and to conduct any other business, said meeting to be held in 

the gymnasium at the Farmington Community Center; Matthew Smith seconded. 
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ITEM   7: To Schedule a Special Meeting on May 19, 2015 to Take Action with regard 

to the Proposed Wilton Road Traffic Pattern Changes and to conduct any 

Other Business   (Cont.) 

 

Mr. Davis reviewed the other Items thus far that will be on the agenda, which Items were 

to have been on the agenda of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Selectmen 

on May 26
th

.  He stated that he will have an Item on the May 19
th

 agenda giving the 

Selectmen the opportunity to cancel the May 26
th

 meeting. 

 

VOTE  AFFIRMATIVE 4 ABSENT 1 MOTION CARRIED 

         (Joshua Bell) 

  

ITEM   8: To Approve the Minutes of April 28, 2015 

 

Matthew Smith moved to approve the minutes of April 28, 2015; Andrew Buckland 

seconded. 

 

VOTE  AFFIRMATIVE 4 ABSENT 1 MOTION CARRIED 

         (Joshua Bell) 

 

ITEM   9: To Discuss Other Business  

 

 A) Richard Davis reviewed the Whittier Road planting project that took place last 

week and reported that approximately 100 juniper trees did not survive.  He 

further reported that the Town will receive a refund for those trees that did not 

survive, thereby enabling the volunteers to plant something else this fall.  If 

FEMA will approve, the Town will plant a different species of tree, most likely 

dogwoods and/or alders, as those seem to have thrived immediately upon planting. 

 

 B) Andrew Buckland, speaking as a Maine State Representative, reported that the bill 

he spoke about at the April 28
th

 Selectmen’s meeting regarding public utility 

companies paying their vehicle excise tax in the town in which the vehicle is 

parked passed in the House of Representatives today.  Governor LePage, however, 

is said to be slated to veto said vote, for reasons which Representative Buckland 

learned today.  He has provided the Governor with additional information that 

will hopefully change his mind.  Representative Buckland stated that he is in 

hopes to have a discussion with Senator Saviello when he sees him tomorrow 

about how the Senate may be voting.  He also commended former Representative 

Lance Harvell for his preliminary work on this bill before leaving his position in 

the House of Representatives. 
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ITEM 10: To Hold an Executive Session Pursuant to 1 M.R.S. § 405.6.C to discuss the 

Acquisition of Real or Personal Property Permanently Attached to Real 

Property or Interests Therein 

 

Michael Fogg moved to go into Executive Session at 7:05 P.M.; Andrew Buckland 

seconded. 

 

VOTE  AFFIRMATIVE 4 ABSENT 1 MOTION CARRIED 

         (Joshua Bell) 

 

The Board came out of Executive Session at 7:58 P.M. 

 

Matthew Smith moved to sign an option to purchase the property located at 112 

Church Street, Map U-15 Lot 84 of the Town of Farmington Tax Maps for the 

purpose of removing the existing structure and constructing a parking lot, said 

purpose to be accomplished with funding from the Downtown T.I.F. Reserve 

Account; Andrew Buckland seconded. 

 

VOTE  AFFIRMATIVE 4 ABSENT 1 MOTION CARRIED 

                   (Joshua Bell) 

 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Matthew Smith moved to 

adjourn at 8:02 P.M.; Andrew Buckland seconded. 

 

VOTE  AFFIRMATIVE 4 ABSENT 1 MOTION CARRIED 

        (Joshua Bell) 

 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Linda H. Grant. 

 

 

 

__________________________ 

Andrew R. Buckland - Secretary 

 


