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FARMINGTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

 

 

Chairman Joshua Bell called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. with the following members 

present:  Andrew Buckland, Matthew Smith and Michael Fogg.  Stephan Bunker was unable to 

attend.  Town Manager Richard Davis, Town Secretary Linda Grant, Fire Rescue Chief Terry 

Bell and Deputy Chief Tim Hardy, Public Works Shop Manager/Chief Mechanic Jon Alexander, 

Channel 11 and members of the press were also in attendance. 

 

ITEM   1: Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 

 

 Chairman Joshua Bell led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

ITEM   2: To Confirm the Employment of Philip C. Hutchins as the Public Works 

Director 

 

Richard Davis reviewed the Public Works Director hiring process and introduced Philip 

Hutchins as the hiring Committee’s selection.  Philip Hutchins was present and gave a 

brief review of his work experience. 

 

Matthew Smith moved to confirm the employment of Philip C. Hutchins as the 

Public Works Director; Michael Fogg seconded. 

 

VOTE  AFFIRMATIVE 4 ABSENT 1 MOTION CARRIED 

               (Stephan Bunker) 

 

Richard Davis reported that Mr. Hutchins will be starting his employment with the Town 

on Monday, March 14, 2016. 

 

ITEM   3: To Schedule a Public Meeting for March 16, 2016 to Discuss the Personnel 

Shortage in the Fire Rescue Department 

 

Richard Davis stated that Chief Bell has asked that a public meeting be held at 6:30 p.m. 

on Wednesday, March 16, 2016 at the Community Center to provide the public with 

information on the Fire Rescue Department’s 2016 proposed budget request, since it is 

likely to be one of the most debated Articles on the Town Meeting Warrant.  Chief Bell 

and Deputy Chief Hardy stated that they hope this meeting will provide an educational 

opportunity for the public to have a better understanding of the needs of the Department 

before they vote at Town Meeting.  Chief Bell encouraged anyone who is unable to attend 

the meeting to contact him with their questions and/or concerns.  Chief Bell also stated 

that he and Deputy Chief Hardy will be doing a few public service segments on radio 

station WKTJ and will also be appearing on Senator Tom Saviello’s show on Mt. Blue 

TV- Channel 11 on Friday, February 26
th

, although he is unsure of the date that it will air. 
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ITEM   3: To Schedule a Public Meeting for March 16, 2016 to Discuss the Personnel 

Shortage in the Fire Rescue Department   (Cont.) 

 

Andrew Buckland moved to schedule a public meeting for 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 

March 16, 2016 at the Community Center to discuss the personnel shortage in the 

Fire Rescue Department; Matthew Smith seconded. 

 

VOTE  AFFIRMATIVE 4 ABSENT 1 MOTION CARRIED 

               (Stephan Bunker) 

 

ITEM   4: To Review and Approve the Warrant for the 2016 Annual Town Meeting 

 

Richard Davis first reported there will be child care available during the Town Meeting 

again this year, which starts at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, March 28
th

.  He then briefly 

reviewed the following Articles:  Fourth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, Fourteenth, Sixteenth, 

Eighteenth, Thirty-second, and Thirty-third.  Mr. Davis pointed out that Articles Eleventh 

and Twenty-fifth are the only two Articles on which the Selectmen and Budget 

Committee are not in agreement regarding the amounts requested.  Both Articles have 

Statements of Fact explaining the differences. 

 

Matthew Smith moved to approve the Warrant for the 2016 Annual Town Meeting; 

Andrew Buckland seconded. 

 

VOTE  AFFIRMATIVE 4 ABSENT 1 MOTION CARRIED 

               (Stephan Bunker) 

 

The Selectmen signed two signature pages, one for a letter size copy and one for a legal 

size copy. 

 

ITEM   5: To Transfer from the Unassigned Fund Balance $19,836.00  to cover an 

Overdraft in the Other Protections Account, pursuant to Article Twenty-

Seventh of the March 23, 2015 Annual Town Meeting 

 

Richard Davis explained that the Board of Selectmen is authorized to transfer up to 

$20,000 to cover any overages, and reviewed the overages in the Other Protections 

account as of January 27, 2016. 

 

Matthew Smith moved to transfer $19,836.00 from the Unassigned Fund Balance to 

cover an overdraft in the Other Protections account, pursuant to Article Twenty-

Seventh of the March 23, 2015 Annual Town Meeting; Andrew Buckland seconded. 

 

VOTE  AFFIRMATIVE 4 ABSENT 1 MOTION CARRIED 

               (Stephan Bunker) 
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ITEM   6: To Approve the Minutes of January 26 and February 9, 2016 

 

Matthew Smith moved to approve the minutes of January 26 and February 9, 2016; 

Andrew Buckland seconded. 

 

VOTE  AFFIRMATIVE 4 ABSENT 1 MOTION CARRIED 

               (Stephan Bunker) 

 

ITEM   7: To Discuss Other Business 

 

 A) Joshua Bell generated a brief discussion regarding the recently released movie 

“Tumbledown”, which features scenes of many local areas. 

 

 B) Joshua Bell pointed out that the “Bill Green’s Maine” show is coming to Titcomb 

Mountain Ski Slope sometime in the near future. 

 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Andrew Buckland moved to 

adjourn at 7:00 P.M.; Matthew Smith seconded. 

 

VOTE  AFFIRMATIVE 4 ABSENT 1 MOTION CARRIED 

               (Stephan Bunker) 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Linda H. Grant. 

 

 

 

__________________________ 

Andrew R. Buckland - Secretary 

 

 

 


